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States. It would allow States to levy
copayments and other charges on cer-
tain Medicaid recipients.’’

In other words, Mr. Speaker, seniors
could be forced to pay for services that
they receive now. And it means extra
bills for many who are on fixed in-
comes.

Republicans have consistently tar-
geted seniors for budget cutbacks while
setting aside hefty tax breaks for the
wealthy. With a track record like that,
it is no wonder that the Republicans
have had to stage photo ops. Better to
hide behind a Kodak moment than to
face how your policies have affected
this Nation’s seniors.

f

b 1100

TRAVELGATE DOCUMENTS
(Mr. CLINGER asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CLINGER. Mr. Speaker, I want
to announce to the Members of the
House that the White House has, with-
in the last half hour, turned over a box
of documents to my committee, the
Committee on Government Reform and
Oversight, regarding our investigation
into the Travelgate firing matter, to-
gether with a comprehensive privileged
log detailing those documents which
are being withheld from examination
by my committee under a claim of ex-
ecutive privilege.

We are clearly making some
progress, I think, in this matter. As a
result of that, I have requested and
asked the leadership of the majority to
hold back, to pull back the contempt
citation which was scheduled to be con-
sidered either today or tomorrow.

Mr. Speaker, I would consider this
the beginning of a victory for the
House because we are reasserting the
rights of the House to have access to
documents. We had been told by the ad-
ministration that they would never
give us a privileged log; today they did.
I think that is enough reason to hold
back on any further proceedings on the
contempt citation.

We need to examine the documents
which the White House has turned over
to us. We need to consider the claims of
executive privilege that have been ex-
erted with regard to, I would point out,
a very large number of documents.
About 11 pages are being withheld, 11
pages listing the documents being
withheld. We have to consider the va-
lidity, the viability of the claims of ex-
ecutive privilege. So we want to spend
some time carefully reviewing the of-
fered documents and understand clear-
ly why they are withholding others and
whether that has any validity. Only
then I think, Mr. Speaker, can a new
judgment be made as to whether we
need to press ahead or complete our in-
vestigations with the missing docu-
ments that the White House is claim-
ing must be withheld without looking
at those for whatever reasons they are
withholding it.

So, Mr. Speaker, with that, as I indi-
cated, I have requested our leadership
to pull the contempt citation from con-
sideration from the floor today.
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PERMISSION FOR SUNDRY COM-
MITTEES AND THEIR SUB-
COMMITTEES TO SIT TODAY
DURING THE 5-MINUTE RULE

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that the
following committees and their sub-
committees be permitted to sit today
while the House is meeting in the Com-
mittee of the Whole under the 5-minute
rule:

Committee on Agricultre; Committee
on Commerce; Committee on Economic
and Educational Opportunities; Com-
mittee on Government Reform and
Oversight; Committee on International
Relations; Committee on the Judici-
ary; Committee on Resources; Commit-
tee on Small Business; Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure;
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs; and
Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence.

Mr. Speaker, it is my understanding
that the minority has been consulted
and that there is no objection to these
requests.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CHAMBLISS). Is there objection to the
request of the gentleman from Michi-
gan?

There was no objection.

f

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 3517, MILITARY CON-
STRUCTION APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 1997

Mr. QUILLEN. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 442 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 442

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 1(b) of rule XXIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the State of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3517) making
appropriations for military construction,
family housing, and base realignment and
closure for the Department of Defense for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 1997, and
for other purposes. The first reading of the
bill shall be dispensed with. Points of order
against consideration of the bill for failure
to comply with clause 7 of rule XXI are
waived. General debate shall be confined to
the bill and shall not exceed one hour equal-
ly divided and controlled by the chairman
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations. After general de-
bate the bill shall be considered for amend-
ment under the five minute rule. Points of
order against provisions in the bill for fail-
ure to comply with clause 2 or 6 of rule XXI
are waived. During consideration of the bill
for amendment, the Chairman of the Com-
mittee of the Whole may accord priority in
recognition on the basis of whether the
Member offering an amendment has caused
it to be printed in the portion of the Con-

gressional Record designated for that pur-
pose in clause 6 of rule XXIII. Amendments
so printed shall be considered as read. The
Chairman of the Committee of the Whole
may postpone until a time during further
consideration in the Committee of the Whole
a request for a recorded vote on any amend-
ment. The Chairman of the Committee of the
Whole may reduce to not less than five min-
utes the time for voting by electronic device
on any postponed question that immediately
follows another vote by electronic device
without intervening business, provided that
the time for voting by electronic device on
the first in any series of questions shall be
not less than fifteen minutes. After the read-
ing of the final lines of the bill, a motion
that the Committee of the Whole rise and re-
port the bill to the House with such amend-
ments as may have been adopted shall, if of-
fered by the majority leader or a designee,
have precedence over a motion to amend. At
the conclusion of consideration of the bill for
amendment the Committee shall rise and re-
port the bill to the House with such amend-
ments as may have been adopted. The pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered
on the bill and amendments thereto to final
passage without intervening motion except
one motion to recommit with or without in-
structions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Tennessee [Mr. QUILLEN]
is recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. QUILLEN. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Ohio [Mr. HALL], pending which I
yield myself such time as I may
consume. During consideration of this
resolution, all time yielded is for the
purpose of debate only.

(Mr. QUILLEN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial.)

Mr. QUILLEN. Mr. Speaker, House
Resolution 442 is an open rule provid-
ing for the consideration of H.R. 3517,
the military construction appropria-
tions bill for fiscal year 1997. The rule
provides 1 hour of general debate, and
waives the 3-day requirement for avail-
ability of printed hearings and the
committee report. In this case, the
committee report has been available
for the required amount of time but
the complete set of hearings has not.

The rule also waives the prohibition
against unauthorized appropriations
and legislation in general appropria-
tions bills. This is primarily necessary
because the Defense authorization bill
has not yet been signed into law. Addi-
tionally, the rule waives the prohibi-
tion on transfers of unobligated funds,
which was included at the request of
the Appropriations Committee.

The rule allows for priority in rec-
ognition to Members who have
preprinted their amendments in the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD prior to their
consideration, and it provides the usual
motion to recommit, with or without
instructions.

Mr. Speaker, there are two provisions
in this rule which deviate from the typ-
ical rule on a general appropriations
bill. First, the rule provides the Chair-
man of the Committee of the Whole the
authority to postpone and cluster votes
on amendments.
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